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A Commentary 
By Nicholas von Hoffman 

he FBI needs an excuse as to why they can’t find 
ople, so they think this is a lesbian conspiracy,” says 
Robert Sedler, a Lexington, Ky., lawyer who has had 
clients in jail since March 8 as a result of whatever 
'; that passes for thought at FBI headquarters. 

in their early 20s, four of them are women. In 
i gonnecticutj two other women are in jail for the same 
reasons. David Rosen, their lawyer in New Haven,, says 
ing G-men have even gone to the extent of tracking 
down the mother of one of his clients in another state 


and telling her, -you may not know this7but yourl 
daughteris a lesbian.” ■ 

The reason for these jailings goes back to 
1970, when two women and two men robbed t: 
on branch of the State Street Bank in Boston, 
man was murdered and shortly thereafter the 
were arrested for their part in the crime. ‘ 
convicted and sentenced to the electric chair,, 
never sat, thanks to the Supreme Court: his co 
killed himself in jail before he could be triedj^^ 

Two Brandeis University, students, Kathv I^S 
Susan Saxe, were indirted^a gr^;ju^®oS^ - ““^ 
but have not been caught. It appears v thatl 
escaped arrest by living under assumed name 


ordinary jobs and'making friends with people in the 
iiwomen’s movement. 

'TJsing the aliases of Lena Paley and May Kelley, they 

» iy have lived in the student feminist community of 
xington last summer, where it is supposed they made 
IjEffe acquaintance of some of Sedler’s clients. The FBI 
fth’o ught so and yanked the clients before a grand jury, 
vhere they refused to testify. They’ve been in the cooler 
gfor contempt practically ever since. 

In open court their lawyer told the judge that he was 
.authorized to say in his clients’ names that ‘‘None of us 
"Sows the present whereabouts of the persons' known 
53? Lena Paley and May Kelley. We state this to the 
court and we further state that we had no knowledge or 



reason to believe that Lena Paley or May Keiiey«wEre# 
persons other than the persons they claimed to betfoS 
were fugitives from justice.”'";' • , / 

Much the same thing happened, with the^tw^^pn 
locked up in Connecticut,. Howeyerr'^ 
isn't alleging that any of them broke a law^Whatj 
government is after is a rundown on the live~s>andf 
vate affairs of people 1 in the women’s movemenf^whe 
er gay or straight. ^ - ,j" 

Maybe the Justice Department thecrizes%hkt^^ j 
threat to national security comes from this uiilooltedS 
sector of society. A less bizarre possibility 

, See COMENTARY, 252, Col 3 ;• 
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COMMENTARY, From B1 

m£Bl has concluded no underground;is hiding these t” 

S ;ames on its most wanted list, but that, if the agents can! 
nderstand the characteristic patterning of the feminist 
adical sub-culture, they will be able to anticipate Power! 
||nd Saxe and capture them, - 

That may be so, but such information can’t be gatS 
pred without grossly intruding on the privacy of marly 
Innocent people. What a thing to do to gays, but straight, 
iwomen, who come to consciousness-raising sessions fln 
Talk out the most delicate aspects of their womanho®! 
Should not also have to worry about an extra man ml 
peir lives, namely Clarence M. Kelley, the head of th| 

To use the grand jury to extort such information 
loubles the seriousness of what these butt-inskis ar3 


M 


doing. The grand jury wasn’t created to be an investiga- 
Etive tool. Its purpose is to protect citizens against mali- 
pious prosecution by the authorities, not to afford the 
31 subpoena powers that Congress has conspicuously 
Refused to grant it. This instance of the use of the 
rand jury as a chamber of interrogation is less justifi¬ 
able than most, since all the defendants in the bank 
jobbery were indicted years ago. 

Beyond this, there is some evidence that the FBI is 
|now fanning out to bother people in the women’s move- 
lent who have never laid eyes on Power and Saxe by 
any name. One such is Margie Robertson of Terrace 
Park, Ohio, an officer of the local NOW chapter there. 
She says that in February she was visited by a woman 
vho identified herself as an FBI'agent named/Mary 
Elizabeth Denn. Denn was very polite,but she wanted to 


know all about Mrs. Robertson’s feminist friends anti 
organizational connections. ' /■'' 

Mrs. Roberjtson, who had to put up with this qiiestiSi 
ing while nursing a sick child, says Agent Denn subS 
quently showed,up at the Cincinnati Rape Crisis. Cen ter! 
where “she started flashing her badge around and difS] 
to be asked to stop intimidating people.” 

Not long after the visit by Denn, Mrs. Robertson re 
ports she began to experience teleph one, troubl es3 
“Sometimes 'I, can’t hear on it; sometimes T hear t&jl 
sound of a broken'tape on a reel. When that"happen? 
we tell them, ‘Get it together, boys:”’ " ' ' S 

Good idea, fellas. Get it together and clean up yoffl 
; act while you’re at.it.; ^ ,‘,3" 

• . © 1975,'.TheWashingtonPost/KingFeatureKeyndicat.!.',' 
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A Commentary 
By Nicholas von Hoffman 

“"The FBI needs an excuse as to why they can’t find 
people, so they think this is a lesbian conspiracy,” says 
P ~ Sedler, a Lexington, Ky., lawyer who has had 
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_ ^clients in jail since March 8 as a result of whatever 
fit if that passes for thought at FBI headquarters. 

I All in their early 20s, four of them are women. In 
Connecticut, two other women are in jail for the same 
reasons. David Rosen, their lawyer in New Haven, says 
IthelCr-men have even gone to the extent of tracking 1 
do^rrfrr%other of one of his clients in another 1 'otuth 
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and telling her, “You may not know this, but your 
daughter is a lesbian.” 


The reason for these jailings-goes back to Sept. 23, 
1970, when two women and two men robbed'the 1 Bright¬ 
on branch of the State Street Bank in Boston. A police¬ 
man was murdered and shortly thereafter the two men 
were arrested for their part in / the crime. One was 
convicted and sentenced to the electric chair, where he 
j never sat, thanks to the Supreme Court; his confederate 
killed himself in jail before he could be tried. 

Two Brandeis University students, Kathy Power and 
Susan Saxe, were indicted by a grand jury for the crime 
but have not been caught. It appears that they have 
esc aped d^ st by living under assumed name ^htMiug , 
■ord bnajLvZjob s and making friends with people in "the 
(women’s movement. • 

Using the aliases of Lena Paley and May Kelley, they 
may have lived in the student feminist community of 

t Lexington last summer, where it is supposed they made 
the acquaintance of some of Sedler’s clients. The FBI 
•thought so and yanked the clients before-a grand jury, 
where they refused to testify. They’ve been in the cooler, 
practically ever since. 
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t l n,ppen."co ufr't}feir lawyer told the judge Ilia rue’ was! 
fautfionzSSho say in his clients’ names that “None of us' 
[knows the present whereabouts of the persons known’ 
as Lena Paley and May Kelley. We state this to the 
fionrd-uond W e further state that we~had no k nowledge or 

. reason to believe that Lena Paley or May KsH^gaassreT^ 

] pe rs^5T) ther than the persons they claimed to be, or : 
were fugitives from justice.” \ 

Much the same thing happened with the two women L 
locked up in Connecticut. ^However, the government] 

■ isn’t alleging that any of .them broke a law. What the -; 
government is after is a rundown on the lives and pri- j 
1 vate affairs of people in the women’s movement,' wheth-I 
er gay or straight. ' • ' ■ " < 

| Maybe the Justice Department theorizes that the new ! 
(threat to national security comes from this unlooked-for, 
soc iety. A less bizarre possibility.is ^thd- t-he 

1 concluded no underground is hiding t&sss-tes^ I 

names on its most wanted list, but that, if the agents can j 
understand the characteristic patterning of the feminist, : 
radical sub-culture, they will be able to anticipate Power , 
and Saxe and capture them. 

That may be so, but such information can’t be gath¬ 
ered without grossly intruding on the privacy of many 
innocent people. What a thing to do to gays, but straight 
women, who come to consciousness-raising sessions'to 
talk out the most delicate aspects of their womanhood 
! should'not also have to worry about an extra man in j 
1 their lives,- namely Clarence M. Kelley, the head of the 1 
* FBI. . .. ,, j 

To use the grand jury to extort such information | 
doubles the seriousness of y what these butt-i nskis are | 

The ^and jury wasn’t created to be- an ; 

Ttr purpose is to protect citizens against mali¬ 
cious prosecution by the authorities, not to afford the 
FBI subpoena powers that Congress has conspicuously j 
refused to grant it. This instance of the use of the > 
grand jury as a chamber of interrogation is less justifi- j 
able than most, since all the defendants in the bank 
robbery, were indicted years ago. * 

i Beyond this, there is some evidence that the FBI - is 
now fanning out to bother people in the womenVmove- 
ment who have never laid eyes on Power and Saxe by j 
any name. One such is Margie Robertson of Terrace 
[Park, Ohio, an officer of the local NOW chapter there. 
She says that in February she was visited by a woman 
{ Whoaid££tified herselfias. an FBI agent nimeAJ^Jy 
[Elizabeth Penn. Penn was very polite but she wanted to 


Mvd T^hArtcnn’g puds and 1 

organizational connections. ,, 

Mrs. Robertson, who had to put up-wit^ 
ing while.nursing a sick child, says Agent .Penn subse¬ 
quently showed up at the Cincinnati Rape Crisis Center 
where “she started, flashing her badge around and had 
to be asked to stopMtimidating people.”-r*' J 

Not long after the’visit by Denri, Mrs. Robertson re¬ 
ports she began to experience telephone troubles:! 
“Sometimes I can’t'Jhear on^it; 'sometimes 'L hear. the| 
.sound of a broken tape on a reel. When that happens 
we tell them,' ‘Get ittogether, % boys.’V . ■ 

Good idea, fellas. Get it together anddean up your 
act while you’re at it. ..>■■« ~. 

1075, The Washington Post/King Featttreseynd'icaU . 
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Title marked changed to include alias of SUSAN EDITH 
SAXE as Val ' Hulfe by which she was known by friend in 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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PHILADELPHIA 

_ AT PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

1. Will- follow and report what prosecutive action . 
is being taken against SAXE in the EDPA. ^ 

2^. VJill continue to conduct intensive investigation 
to locate and apprehend KATHERINE ANN POWER. 

.. T ~~ AD M IN I ST RAT~j VE ~D ATA 

Instant"report represents a five day arrest report 
and contains only that information directly concerning the 
arrest of and criminal proceedings taken against SUSAN EDITH 
SAXE. A comprehensive report follows. 
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1 - USA, EDPA (JMM) 
1 - USA, BOSTON 


ArKIL 1, iy/b 
91-7264 


Office: PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Bureau File #: 91-46611 


WILLIAM MORRILL GILDAY; 

STANLEY RAY BOND - DECEASED; 

KATHERINE ANN POWER, 

TOP TEN FUGITIVE 
10 #4402, WF #462; 

SUSAN EDITH SAXE, 

TOP TEN FUGITIVE 
10 #4403, WF #463; 

ROBERT JOSEPH VALERI; 

MICHAEL SAUL FLEISHER; 

STATE STREET BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, 

300 WESTERN AVENUE, 

BOSTON, MASS., 

SEPTEMBER 23, 1970 

BANK ROBBERY; UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID PROSECUTION - 
MURDER; REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES - VIOLENCE; THEFT 
OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY; DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT 
PROPERTY; SABOTAGE; ESPIONAGE; INTERSTATE TRANSPOR- . . 
TATION OF STOLEN MOTOR VEHICLE; DESTRUCTION OF LJ 
AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLE; CRIME ABOARD AIRCRAFT 7 
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Synopsis: 


On 3/27/75 , Officer | _| Badge Number 

of the Philadelphi a Police D epartment, arrested 


SUSAN EDITH SAXE, FBI Number 
a current photograph of SAXE 


shortly after observing 


SAXE positively identified 
through fingerprint comparison at Central Detective Division, 
Philadelphia Police Department. SAXE afforded a hearing before 
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PH 91-7264 


U.S. Magistrate EDWIN E. NAYTHONS of the EDPA who held SAXE 
under $350,000 surety bond for the robbery of the Bell Savings 
and Loan Association, 7578 Haverford Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa. 
on 9/1/70. SAXE to be arraigned pn 4/7/75 at Philadelphia, Pa 
ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS-. J 
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PH 91-7264 


On March 27, 1975, SUSAN EDITH SAXE was afforded a 
hearing before U.S. Magistrate EDWIN E. NAYTHONS of the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania in connection with a true bill of 
indictment returned against SUSAN EDITH SAXE for violation of 
Title 18, Sections 371 and 2113 (a) (b) (d) of the U.S. Criminal 
Code. U.S. Magistrate NAYTHONS advised that the identity of 
SUSAN EDITH SAXE had been positively established and ordered 
her held under $350,000 surety bond. U.S. Magistrate NAYTHONS 
also advised that SUSAN EDITH SAXE will be arraigned before 
U.S. District Court Judge ALFRED L. LUONGO on April 7, 197SX> 

SUSAN EDITH SAXE presently incarcerated Philadelphia 
House of Corrections, 8 001 Street Road, Philadelphia,' Pa. 
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